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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT 

An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner’s amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Brian Steinberger on 03/13/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In The Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently amended). A process for removing a pollutant through a foliar 
application, comprising the steps of: 

growing a [live] fern plant selected from the group consisting of Pteridaceae, 
Adiantaceae, Aspleniaceae, Dryopteridaceae, and Oleandraceae, in an environment 
site containing the pollutant; and 

removing a portion of the pollutant bv phvtoremediation through contact with a 
live part of the [live] fern plant. 

Claim 26 (Currently amended). A process for removing a pollutant through an 
excised plant part, comprising [the steps of]: 

excising a Nye part of a fern plant selected from the group consisting of 
Pteridaceae, Adiantaceae, Aspleniaceae, Dryopteridaceae, and Oleandraceae', 
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applying the excised Nye plant part to an environment site containing the 
pollutant; and 

removing a portion of the pollutant bv Dhvtoremediation through contact with the 
excised Nye plant part. 

Claim 29 (Currently amended). The process of claim 26, wherein the 
environment site includes: a contaminated [water selected from at least one of:] ground 
water or contaminated [and] surface water. 

At claim 33, ---live--- is inserted after "excised". 

Claim 46 (Currently amended). A process for removing a pollutant through 
ground up plant part, comprising [the steps]: 

excising a hye part of a fern plant selected from the group consisting of 
Pteridaceae, Adiantaceae, Aspleniaceae, Dryopteridaceae, and Oleandraceae ; 
grounding the excised plant part into ground [up parts of] biomass; and 
removing a portion of the pollutant bv phvtoremediation through contact with the 
ground biomass. 

At claims 49-50,"up parts of the" has been deleted. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Medina A. Ibrahim whose telephone number is (571) 




Application/Control Number: 10/825,993 
Art Unit: 1638 



Page 4 



ni-OlQl. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday -Thursday from 8:00AM to 
5:30PM and every other Friday from 9:00AM to 5:00 PM . Before and after final 
responses should be directed to fax nos. (703) 872-9306 and (703) 872-9307, 
respectively. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner’s 
supervisor, Anne Marie Grunberg, can be reached at (571) 272-0975. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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